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This picture was taken on Christmas Island
(Australia), on 10 May 2013. I was there to help
monitoring the populations of several seabird
species including this one, for the Christmas Island
Seabird Project: frigatebirds, boobies, tropicbirds
and noddies. I used my old Nikon Reflex mirror



lens camera on the field, with 18-70 mm lens for
the nest pictures and 70-300 mm for the birds in
flight. Christmas Island is very hard for
fieldworkers and equipment, walking through

jungles on hard coral pinacles, under intense heat
and rain, with giant crabs everywhere trying to
steal your belongings at night. I was surprised the
first time I could see tropicbirds at a close distance,
because although they may appear plain white
when observed at sea, the red-tailed species is
remarkably pinkish.
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